
Dates to Remember

Freedom Elementary Home of the Falcons

Principal’s Corner — Dr. Grimes

Stay Connected  

Freedom 

Freedom PTO

School website: 
Manateeschools.net/
Freedom

May
	 27	 Memorial	Day	-	All	district	sites	closed
	28-30	 Early	Release	-	All	Schools
	 30	 Last	day	of	school

For Locations and Times: www.summerfoodflorida.org/

Did you lose 
something?

It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year has 
arrived. I want to thank you all for all the support 
and patience shown these past 10 month. There 

are countless people to whom I owe an expression of 
gratitude and hope that we continue working together in 
the coming years. We had the opportunity to continue our 
work with Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports, 
through our S.O.A.R. program. We had great success with 
the establishment of student assemblies for recognizing 

their hard work and effort. An integral part of these initiatives is Feathers, our 
mascot, which certainly looks good in all his splendor. An expression of thanks 
also goes to all the volunteers who were inside and outside of our classrooms 
supporting teachers in everything possible. Your presence and support make a 
much stronger Freedom Elementary. We hope to continue counting on you in 
the years to come. My thanks also goes to our PTO and SAC members who 
lead different parent groups and give their support in achieving the schools 
priorities. Thank you!
We have been working diligently on class assignments for next year. As many 
of you know, our process is to have teachers make recommendations on student 
groupings and class assignments for the coming school year. Our support staff 
reviews these recommendations and class lists, making additional suggestions 
to accommodate support for student success, and the final approval rests 
with administration. This year has been no different. You will receive class 
assignments at next year’s open house, scheduled for August 8th, from 4pm to 
6pm. Please note that we are unable to disseminate any information on class 
assignments before that time. Thank you for your understanding and patience. 
This year we are losing three amazing staff members due to retirement and 
relocation. Please join us in wishing Mrs. Auker, Mrs. Crimmins, and Mrs. 
Henson the best of luck in their next chapter of life. 
I want to wish you a great summer full of fun and continuous learning.
See you in August!
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Counselor’s Corner
Hi families! We can hardly believe that summer is 
almost near! We have made 
it through another year of 
learning, another year of 
achievement, and another 
year of building relationships 
and friendships.
In our primary grades, K-2, 
we learned how to solve our 
small problems with Kelso 
the Frog! Kelso taught us 
nine strategies or choices 
to use for problem solving 
and conflict resolution. We 
know the choices we make 
every day are our own 
responsibility and that it 
is best to “Stop, think, and make the BEST choice” 
when a small problem comes our way! Practice and 
use Kelso’s choices at home over the summer to solve 
any little problems that may arise! Using Kelso’s 
choices will help the little problem “Poof, go away!” 
In our intermediate grades, 3rd-5th graders have 
worked all year making good choices socially! Our 
3rd and 4th graders have learned how to “Be Cool” 
in the face of adversity. We have learned that “Hot” 
and “Cold” choices are never the answer to solving 
problems with friends and family. We know how 
to solve our own little problems and to seek adult 
support when situations are overwhelming. We 
encourage all students to practice cool strategies 
throughout the summer and beyond. Take a stand 
against teasing and bullying…be a great friend…
work hard each day…be the best person you can be…
and always remember to “Stop, Think and Make The 
Best Choice!” 
 We hope everyone has a wonderful summer and look 
forward to seeing you again in August! 

Assistant Principal,  
Michele Danowski 

It is hard to believe that we are 
getting ready to say good-bye 
to the 2018-2019 school year. 
These past ten months have 
passed too quickly. 
As the end of the year draws near 
please keep in mind that students 
must be in their classrooms 
ready to learn at 8:30am. During 
morning drop off please be sure 

to remember our drop off procedures. We appreciate 
you looking out for all of our student’s safety while 
arriving at school.
The year’s end always brings with it a tremendous 
sense of accomplishment. So many things have been 
accomplished this year! From our Kindergartener’s 
first day of school to the Fifth Grade Celebration, 
our students have been involved in an extraordinary 
number of activities. Of course, we should not 
forget the tremendous amount of learning, which 
has taken place during the year. Our students and 
staff worked extremely hard to embrace the Florida 
State Standards. Throughout all of these activities 
and learning our students have demonstrated great 
character, which has been recognized through our 
S.O.A.R. Program!
Although summer is time away from school, it is 
important to continue to support your child so they 
maintain the gains made throughout the school year. 
Please encourage your child to read throughout the 
summer. Although summer is a time to relax and 
refresh we want to ensure our students are keeping 
their skills sharp. 
To our fifth graders– congratulations on your 
achievement! The Freedom staff wishes you all the 
best as you move to middle school. We know that 
each of them has gained a firm foundation for their 
education life while at Freedom. We hope that our 
students have embraced the S.O.A.R. Program and 
carry these values forward in their lives. 
Parents, the staff would like to thank you for your 
support and for the guidance that you have provided 
for your child(ren) all year. Please take a moment 
this summer to celebrate your child’s(ren’s) academic 
achievements.

We wish everyone a safe summer break! Most 
importantly, relax and enjoy your family and friends 
this summer. We look forward to seeing our returning 
Falcon’s on the first day of school, August 12, 2019. 
Happy Summer,
Michele Danowski, Assistant Principal 
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Kindergarten Corner

Pre-K News Grade News
Our First Graders have had a very busy 
and productive fourth quarter!
We finished the year focusing on theme, 

author’s purpose and cause and effect. 
The students have become experts at finding 

nouns, verbs and adjectives. In our classrooms, all 
the first graders observed caterpillars grow, make 
chrysalises, and break out as butterflies! They even 
watched how the butterflies use a proboscis for 
drinking! Finally, they witnessed their release into the 
wild. 
First grade teachers would like to thank the first 
grade students and their families for such a successful 
school year. We wish you all a safe and enjoyable 
summer break. We encourage our students to KEEP 
READING this summer!

The end of the year is here! The 
kindergartners have come so far this year 
and it is so exciting to see them prepare 

for first grade! 
Here are a few updates for the end of the year:
iReady - We have finished our iReady testing! 
Students worked hard and did their very best!
Kindergarten Program - Thank you for attending our 
celebration. They kids worked so hard to memorize 
the lyrics and motions. Everyone had a great time 
learning and they were excited to show you how 
they’ve grown. 
Freedom Fun Day - Freedom Fun Day was a HUGE 
success. Ask your child what they did on this exciting 
day. 
Summer To-Dos - Keep reading for 15 minutes every 
night. Write about adventures, activities, and/or 
vacations. Continue to practice Star words and write 
sentences with them. Your local library is filled 
with books to checkout and even summer reading 
programs with incentives. Check them out! 
Have a great summer! 

Our Pre-K students welcomed Spring with various 
planting projects and even watched the life cycle of 
a butterfly unfold in the classroom! They have been 
fascinated learning about Space and the Wonders of 
the Ocean. Math skills are being sharpened each day 
as well as language and literacy are focused on in fun 
and entertaining ways.
We can’t believe this year is almost over! We are so 
proud of all the accomplishments our students have 
made. They have learned many new skills that will 
be the foundation of their education. We wish them 
all the best as they begin their new journey into 
Kindergarten and we thank you for letting us be a part 
of their Pre-Kindergarten experience! Have a safe and 
wonderful summer!!
The Pre-K Team



941-708-4990	 May	2019

4

Grade News 

Second Grade News-It’s hard to 
believe it’s almost the end of a great 
school year. We have been finishing 

up the year with a lot of great learning. 
We have been working on geometry, Life 

Cycles, and continuing to delve into many reading 
strategies. We are also continuing to prepare for 
third grade by doing activities and work involving 
the third grade standards. We just finished up 
I-Ready testing and are so proud of the effort 
our students put forth. We want to thank all of 
the families for your support and hard work this 
year with our Soaring Second Graders. We hope 
everyone has a safe and restful Summer Break. 
P.S. Don’t forget to read, read, read over the 
summer!

PE News Coaches Wilson & Wojcicki

At PE, we’ve been reviewing the district health 
and wellness program “52109”. The students 
learned about the benefits of proper nutrition, being 
physically active and getting the correct amount of 
sleep. 

5  Fruits and Vegetables - Eat at least 5 servings 
of fruits and vegetables each day.

2  Cut screen time to 2 hours or less each day 
(phones, TV, computers, and video games).

1  Be physically active at least 1 hour every day.
0  Limit soda and sugar-sweetened sports or 

fruit drinks. When thirsty, instead try drinking 
water or non-fat/low fat milk.

9  Try for 9 hours of sleep each night. Deal with 
stress and gives you more energy. Sleep boosts 
your immune system.

* Please remember to wear your helmet if you 
are preparing to ride your scooter or bike. 

* The students have been instructed about ways 
they can be active over the summer, we hope 
they chose to remember healthy habits.  
Have a safe and healthy summer!
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Grade News Grade Rocks

Grade News 

Can you believe it is almost the end of the 
school year? We have had a wonderful 
year of learning and have wrapped up 

the Reading and Math FSA testing. We 
look forward to creating many more special 

memories with your child as the year comes to a 
close.
ELA - Students will continue to work on their Wax 
Museum projects along with other various ELA 
projects. Some classes are working on book reports, 
others are reading chapter books, etc. Grades are still 
being taken on student work, so it is important for 
every student to try their hardest and do their best on 
every assignment.
Math - In Math, we will circle back around and revisit 
area, perimeter and shapes to wrap up the school year. 
Again, grades are still being taken on student work, 
so it is important for every student to try their hardest 
and do their best on every assignment.
Science/Social Studies - In Science, we have been 
discussing plants and their life cycles. We will 
continue this unit and looking at living things to wrap 
up our year. In Social Studies, students will continue 
to research their famous person for the Wax Museum. 
The Wax Museum will be held on Friday, May 24th 
at 2:00p.m.in our café. We can’t wait to see all of the 
3rd grade’s creative and hard work!
Agendas - To help you stay up to date on all that 
is going on at school, please check and sign your 
child’s agenda each night. Your child writes important 
information and assignments there each day, including 
his or her homework. This is also a great way to stay 
on top of all of the happenings that occur during the 
end of the school year. There are many events that 
take place at the end of the school year and early 
dismissals, so please check the agenda nightly.
We look forward to the upcoming end of the year 
events and lasting memories that will be created. 
Please enjoy the rest of the school year and have a 
wonderful and restful summer break !!

As the 2018-2019 year ends, we want to 
thank parents, volunteers, and students 
for their support throughout the year. 
The fourth grade students worked hard all 

year improving reading, writing and math 
skills. Please continue to work on your math 

facts during the summer to be ready for 5th grade. 
Find time to enjoy reading a good book and write 
about your summer activities or trips. We would love 
to read about them! Have a fun and safe summer!
4th grade team: Ms. Terese, Mrs. Gray, Mrs. Sanborn, 
Mrs. Jett, Mrs Frye and Mrs. Denler

We hope you all have a safe and fun 
summer! Enjoy spending time with 
family and friends and making many 

wonderful memories!
We wish each and every 5th grade student the 
best of luck in middle school. We look forward 
to hearing about all of the amazing things you 
accomplish in the years ahead.

Keep 
Clipping!
www.boxtopsforeducation.com

Thank You!
It’s amazing how quickly those 10 cent box 
tops add up!

Safety Rule
A bicycle rider or passenger 
under 16 years of age must wear 
a bicycle helmet that: is properly 
fitted; is fastened securely; meets 
a nationally recognized standard 
under Federal guidance
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Water Tower Challenge
Written by Mrs. Debbie Smith

24 Participating Schools
Abel, Anna Maria, Ballard, Bashaw, Braden River, Freedom, Gullett, Manatee, 
McNeal, Myakka, Oneco, Palm View, Palma Sola, Palmetto, Prine, Rogers Garden, 
Rowlett, Samoset, Sea Breeze, Stewart, Williams and Willis

Bringing
91 Water Towers

INTERNET SAFETY 
Protect Your Children! 

• Talk to your children about not taking or sending photos through media 
devices.

• Parents take interest in monitoring your childs interaction 
online through apps. (common sense media, Net Nanny, app 
certain)

• Talk to your children about never sharing name, age, location online. 
• Turn the WiFi connection off when going to bed to avoid the late  

 evening activity on media. 

WHAT a great day it was and our largest event yet! 
Freedom Elementary hosted their annual American 
Water Works Association (AWWA) Elementary Tower 
Competition on Saturday, April 27th. Elementary IE2 
(Inspiring Elementary Engineering) teachers from 
around the county brought over their fifth-grade TSA 
students to the event. 
As the students entered the cafeteria, a buzz could be 
heard around the room directed at all the cool water 
towers sitting on stage. “Wow, look at that one!” 
“How did they build that?”, “What a great idea!” 
could be heard as each group picked their favorites 
to win. As the day went on, judges scored towers and 
narrowed down the field. Judges looked at several 
different criteria; use of recyclable materials, height, 
weight, leaks, lids, footprint size, and creativity. 
While the judging took place, students had an 
opportunity to visit a variety of water stations to learn 
about how precious our water supply is to humans 

and the environment, along with stations centered 
on the water cycle. They also got to compete in 
mini contests at the penny drop and aluminum boat 
stations.
Our elementary TSA teams gained so much 
confidence and knowledge by participating in 
this competition that they can’t wait to apply their 
newly acquired water tower skills at the middle and 
high schools levels in future competitions. Their 
enthusiasm was definitely contagious as the awards 
were handed out. For Freedom, we were able to take 
Grand Champions and the Honorable Mention spot 
in the Water Tower Competition, however, our teams 
were not lucky enough to win any awards this year, 
but Maya Noon was able to bring home a 3rd Place in 
the Aluminum Boat mini competition. 
So a big CONGRATULATIONS to all of our students 
who participated this year and it was great seeing all 
the hands-on learning taking place.
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1 backpack (no wheels please)*
1 rest towel (bath/beach sized) no rest mats*
1 plastic supply box (5” x 8”)
1 packs of plain #2 pencils (sharpened)
2 boxes of 24 count crayons
1 8 pack of crayola markers (basic colors)
1 4 oz. bottle of glue
8 large glue sticks
1 pair fiskar scissors (blunt tip)
2 pack baby/Lysol wipes
1 pack 3x3 post-it notes
1 spiral notebook - wide ruled  
(solid color- no theme or super heroes)
4 2 pocket, 3 prong folders  
(solid colors- no themes or super heros)
1 composition book – wide ruled, plain cover
2 reams of white copy paper 
1 box of kleenex
1 pair of headphones for use with computers  
(no earbuds)*
Girls: 1 box sandwich size zip lock bags
Boys: 1 box gallon size zip lock bags

If your child is joining us next year, keep a lookout for these school supplies.

Homework Supplies for home
primary writing paper
pencils and crayons 
scissors
bottle glue or glue stick

Ki
nd

er
ga

rt
en

 

Grade 

4”x 8” plastic pencil box*
1 pair of blunt-tip scissors*
headphones*
1 one-inch 3-ring binder* 
2 boxes of 24 Crayola crayons or Twistable*
1 pack of washable markers*
1 pack of highlighters
5 composition books (wide-ruled)*
2 two-pocket plastic folders (no prongs)*
1 packs of wood pencils, sharpened
1 pack of pencil top erasers
1 pack of white or pink erasers
6 jumbo glue sticks
2 ream of copy paper
1 box of tissues
2 packages of baby wipes
Girls: 1 box of zip lock sandwich bags, 1 box of 
band aids, 1 pack of index cards
Boys: 1 box of zip lock gallon bags, 1 pack 
of Scotch tape, 1 medium size bottle of hand 
sanitizer
* Please write your child’s name on these items.

Grade 

4 Plastic folders (with prongs)
small pencil box or bag
2 or 3 packs of #2 pencils (sharpened if possible)
1 pack notebook paper wide ruled
1 box of crayons 24 pack or colored pencils 
2  1 inch binders
1 pair of scissors
2  three subject spiral notebooks (wide ruled)
5 composition notebooks (Wide ruled)
3 Jumbo glue sticks
ruler with inches and centimeters
1 package highlighters
2 packages cap erasers
2 reams white copy paper
1 box of Kleenex
2 pack dry erase markers
disinfecting wipes
2 package baby wipes (this includes one for Art)
1 hand sanitizer
Bandaids
personal headphones or ear buds*
Girls: 1 box sandwich size zip lock bags
Boys: 1 box gallon size zip lock bags
Optional: Additional copy paper is always 
appreciated throughout the year and markers for 
the classroom.

The supply list is a general list that all the teachers will use, but each 
teacher may have a few additional items that you will be made aware 
of at Back to School Night. Label folder on the inside. 

Pre-K
1 regular size backpack No WheeLS*
1 change of clothes in a ZipLoc bag*
raincoat/poncho*
1 plastic pocket folder w/prongs - red or blue
1 bottle elmer’s glue (8 oz.)
1 pack napkins
2 boxes tissues
1 bottle hand sanitizer
3 boxes of 5 oz. Dixie cups
1 container baby wipes
2 containers of Clorox or 
Lysol wipes
24 pack Crayola crayons
Girls: 1 ream of copy paper and 
1 pack Ticonderoga BeGINNeRS pencils
Boys: 3 elmer’s “giant” glue sticks and
watercolor paints

ALL DAY CHILDREN ONLY
1 KINDeRMAT rest time mat
1 small blanket or beach towel
1 pillow case-body pillow size

* Please write 
your child’s 
name on these 
items. The 
other items are 
community 
property and 
shared.

Elementary Student Supply List
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If providing any of the supplies is a hardship to your family, please just speak to your child’s teacher so other arrangements can be made.

Grade 

Grade 

2 packages of wide ruled notebook paper
4 packages of pencils  
(pre-sharpened if possible please)
4 packages of eraser tops
4 composition notebooks
1 package of Crayola colored pencils
2 plastic pocket folders with prongs 
1 1 inch binder
2 three-subject notebooks 
3 glue sticks
2 box of Kleenex
hand sanitizer (12 ounces or larger)
2 Clorox wipes

2 reams of copy paper
headphones or earbuds*
Expo white board markers

Girls: 1 box of gallon sized, zip lock bags 
Boys: 1 box of sandwich sized, zip lock bags

Grade 

Shared Supplies:
2 packages of wide ruled notebook paper
2 packs of 24 pencils (sharpened)
1 package of eraser caps
1 ream of white copy paper 
2 boxes of tissues 
8 glue sticks 
1 pack of white index cards (4 x 6)
1 pack of sticky notes 
1 container of hand sanitizer 
1 pack of dry erase markers 
1 container of Clorox wipes (or similar)
Girls: 1 box of sandwich sized, zip lock bags 
Boys: 1 box of gallon sized, zip lock bags

Media Center
Baby wipes, tissues

Individual Supplies:
earbuds or headphones* (These will be REQUIRED 
this school year for the computer labs)
backpack* (no wheels)
1 1/2 inch binder (for agenda book/planner) 
supply storage box or pouch
scissors
crayons
colored pencils
thin highlighters
1 spiral notebook (for Engineering)**
8 composition notebooks**
4 folders (red, blue, green, yellow)**
**Individual teachers may request different notebooks and 
folders. Check with your child’s teacher about these items. 

IMPORTANT: This is a compiled list of all the supplies 
each teacher needs. Please see your classroom teacher 
BEFORE purchasing any supplies to eliminate buying 
anything extra. Thank you.

All students need ear buds to be kept at 
school to use with the laptop computers.

 * Please write your child’s name on his/her personal 
supplies (example backpack and headphone or earbuds).  
Most of the items are used as “community property” and shared.

The tax holiday would run from Aug 2- 6, 2019. The back-to-school tax holiday would provide tax breaks on clothing and 
shoes up to $100 per item. School supplies costing $15 or less will also be tax-free and technology items like computers and 
accessories costing at least $1,000 would be tax-free as well.

1 package band aids

7 composition notebooks (don’t label)

2 packages wide-ruled paper

7 pocket folders with prongs

4 packs of 24 #2 yellow pencils (NO MECHANICAL)

1 pack of thick dry erase markers

1 set of colored pencils

2 reams of white computer copy paper

2 boxes of tissues

4 glue sticks

1 package of 3 x 3 post-it notes

1 Clorox wipes 

baby wipes for art

1 bottle hand sanitizer (12 ounce or larger)

1 ½ three-ring binder (clearview)

Magic scotch tape

supply storage box (hard)

handheld pencil sharpener with shavings catcher

scissors

backpack

headphones or earbuds*


